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Diary Research in Taiwan:
Retrospect and Prospect

Hsueh-chi Hsu

ABSTRACT

The past two decades had seen increasing discovery of diary materials and their
growing importance as a source material for research, complementary to official
historical records. Diary series stretching over years and across eras not only contain
crucial insights of the past epochs but also offer historical narratives from a personal
perspective of commoners rather than those in power, thus making dairy materials worthy
of in-depth exploration. Diary research in Taiwan began in 1991 with the study of Lin
Hsien-t’ang’s diary, followed by its publication and the establishment of the Taiwan Diary
Knowledge Bank. From the traditional focus on diary contents, the emphasis of diary
research has gradually extended to the analysis of the evolution of personal beliefs and
attitudes of individual diarists as well as the prevalent mood and thinking of the times.
Moreover, examining the reactions of diarists toward events would shed light on their
political stance.
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